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The theory was held by some that traditions should be conveyed only by

word of mouth and not written, and there are even traditions in the books

supporting this view. Abu Da'ud rather curiously gives two traditions, one

after the other, the first stating that the prophet gave command to write
tradtions and the second stating that he forbade writing them.®”
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when more forma books were first compiled they were of the type called
musnad works, the word indicating that each companion's traditions were
collected together. while this arrangment has its interest, it is not very
convenient. people would wnt to consult tradtions on particular subjects
and would therefore need to read through much irrelevant material befor
discovering what they were seeking. Such works as those of al-Tayalisi
and of Ahmad b. Hanbal are arranged according to this method. Malik
had arranged his Muwattay according to the subject-matter, but the
3rd/gth century was the time when the important musannaf (classified)
works were compiled. They were said to be arranged according to the
sub-sections, and this arrangment of the material proved to be much mor
convenient,'*
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At that time there was no idea that tradition was second in authority to the
Ur'an because there was no collected body of traditions. At the prophet's death,

the Kur'an remained as the source of guidance and it was only gradually, as

new problems arose, that men came to feel the need of a subsidiary authority.
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as a result of the genius of al-shafi'l, the party of tradition won the day,
and fladith came to be recognized as a foundation of Islam second only to
the Kur'an. Al-Shafi'i laid emphasis on an argument which seems to have
been current even before this time, that when the Quran spoke of the
book and the wisdom, it meant Kur'an and Alhadith. thus Alhadith was
given a kind of secondary inspiration. though not the eternal word of
God, like tha Kur'an it represente divine guidance®”
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But while traditionsist were collecting traditions and attempting to verify

their authority, there were others who were not prepared to lay great

emphasis on the importance of tradtion. As a result there were disputes
between parties.'’
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Gradually the necessity of producing authorities for traditions developed,

and there is reason to believe that the practice was to some extent in force

before the end of the first century; but it was late in the second century

before it seems to have become essential to have a complete chain of
authorities back to the source.%?
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