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The inflexibility of Critics Regarding Hadith Narrators:

Its meaning, causes, measures and results
Dr. Said Mohammad Ali Bawa’neh

Abstract

This research aims at studying the term “inflexibility” of the critics regarding al-
Mohaditheen (hadith narrators) including its meaning, causes, measures and results in the
field of “al-Jaih and al-Ta’deel” ,the science which studies the degree of accuracy of
among hadith narrators. The study concludes that the inflexibility is a habit that causes
the critic to be adamant and overstrict when judging a narrator Hadeeth as being weak.
This is because of psychological, scientific, religious or even fanatical reasons. Ideally,
the practice of judging a narrator should be based on moderation rather than on
overstrictness or exaggeration. The findings of the study revealed that the criterion on
which critics base their judgments is relative rather than absolute. Furthermore, this study
revealed that inflexibility had positive results for “al- Jarh and al-Ta’deel” since it
highlighted its strength as well as the piety and accuracy of the people involved in this
practice. It was also found that there are also negative effects, including disagreement
among the practitioners of this science due to the different views they hold.. This led to
the rejection of all the hadiths narrated by any narrator who just made a mistake in one
hadith. Further, it belittled the integrity of the good narrator who worked with the Sultan
or accepted an award or charge. Thus, the inflexibility of the critic has become a means
for criticizing the integrity and judgment of such narrators.
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