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ABSTRALCT

Recorded Sayings of the Prophet (pbuh) on the
Position of Christions and Christianity in Iolam

This thesis contains the Sayings of the frophet (pbuh) together with
the opinions of the Sahabah which are related to the position of Christians
and Christianity, They are gathered from over ninety original sources which
give the Sayings with their Isnad. The authernticity of each of these Sayings
is given and they are appropriately classified under variousI topics.

Short explanations are given for the 5Sayings and their strength as
a basis of leqal argument is mentioned with highlights of preferred opin-
ions over others,

Similarly verces from #ne Quran pertaining to the position of
Christians and Christianity are listed under the appropriate titles and
chapters. This serves as a complement to the collection of the Prophet's
Sayings mentioned eatlier so as to be useful.

The position of Christians both within the Muslim Com munity
(their being ahli alzimmah) and without is also dealt with, 1t is thow a
comprehensive exposition upon the position of the Christians in Islam,

This thesis also contains most of the Prophet's Sayings on the
Jews due to the close relationship between the Jews and the Christinns.
Any Saying of the Prophet {(pbuh) an both the Jews and the Christians can
be found in this thesis, Sayings on the Tjws alone are however omitted.

This research was undertaken due to the usage of the Propbet's

Sayings in many books on Islamic Jurisprudence (Figh) as basis of argument
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for the position of the Christians without mentioning the autherticity of the
Sayings. This invariably gives rice to doubts within the reader's mind.

It is thus seen that this thesis has collected in it all the Praophet's
Sayings pertainin to the Christians and most of the Sayings on the Jews in
their appropriate topics and sections with indices to aid the researcher in
locating any of the related Sayings he requires.

Whenever a Saying can be classified under more than one title I
have in this thesis classified it under the most suitable title and indications
are made to it under the _5:ther titles. \

I have attempted Ito classify the Prophet's Sayings under titles
which can be associated with our recent times so that it would be useful
to the reader.

The introduction chapter gives a brief on Christianity as a whole,
its changes in history and the existence of the various denominations, their
holy scriptures and the deriations which had occurred. The Christian attit-
udes towards the Muslims past and present, are mentioned as well as the
Arab Christians and the differences between them and the other Chrislians,

This thesis has been divided into six Chapters and in each there
are several topics. Cach of the Chapter deals with topics pertaining to the
Christian Religious doctrines, their Personal and Family Laws, their Civil
Lawsg, their Criminal Laws and Judiciary, the social relations helween
Christians and Muslims and the Political and Military aspects of relation-
ship with the Christians.

Naser Abdullah Oudeh
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